
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE ELKO COUNTY REPUBLICAN CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE CONCERNING DATA CENTER POLICIES  

 
WHEREAS, the Elko County Republican Party platform recognizes both the promotion of 

economic growth and job creation and the responsible stewardship of Nevada’s 
natural resources while strengthening water sustainability; and 

 
WHEREAS, many types of Data Centers have existed successfully and with limited 

infrastructure, environmental, and economic impacts for many years in Nevada; and 
 
WHEREAS, the State of Nevada promotes this development through a decade-long tax 

abatement program; and 
 
WHEREAS, increased interest has been shown by developers in placing Data Centers in 

Elko County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the term “Data Center” embodies a wide range of facilities of varying sizes, 

uses, and infrastructure requirements that prevent simple, “one-size-fits-all” policies; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, some planned Data Centers (so-called “hypercenters”) are massively larger 

than existing facilities with extreme power and water requirements and with serious 
potential environmental impacts due to water overuse and pollution, power overuse, 
excess heat generation, hazardous materials issues (including lithium-ion battery 
storage), audible and low-frequency noise emissions, aesthetic nuisance, and 
disruption of wildlife patterns; and 

 
WHEREAS, recent experiences in Boulder City and Yerington, Nevada and in other 

communities across the nation have demonstrated both a rush to bring Data Centers 
online through questionable expedited processes and with limited to no public 
oversight and input, antithetical to transparent government; and 

 
WHEREAS, preemptive bans or moratoriums on any data centers deny Elko County both 

potential economic benefits and a voice in shaping state-wide policy; and 
 



WHEREAS, potential economic and community benefits must be carefully considered in 
relation to the equally likely negative environmental, community, and governmental 
financial impact through tax abatements and unrealized promise; 

 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, the Elko County Republican Party calls on Elko County 

and all municipal governments within it to adopt proactive and publicly transparent 
policies concerning data center authorization and operation; 

 
RESOLVED, We stand opposed to Data Centers of any type being considered for “by right” 

or automatic approval without full and public review by the appropriate governing 
body for each specific application; 

 
RESOLVED, We vehemently oppose the use of Non-Disclosure Agreements (NDAs) and 

other legal efforts to hide key information from the public and elected officials as 
antithetical to accountable government and consider such actions as prima facie 
evidence of bad faith towards the public; 

 
RESOLVED, We stand opposed to any county or municipal tax abatements or special 

considerations for Data Centers that would not be equally considered for the numerous 
small businesses and existing industries in Elko County and the municipalities within; 

 
RESOLVED, We are opposed to the preferential usage of federal or state public lands for 

Data Centers, since private lands purchased for such purposes would generate income 
for local governments in partial offset of the costs incurred for development; 

 
RESOLVED, We demand that waivers, variances, or other exemptions from county or 

municipal codes granted to Data Centers be denied or severely limited, and that 
county or municipal codes, especially those concerning power generation units, 
generator fuel storage, and backup storage capacity (i.e., batteries) be followed 
strictly; 

 
RESOLVED, We demand that county and municipal authorities explicitly mandate in 

writing with Data Centers and electric and water utility partners that ‘native load’ and 
existing residential and community service will be prioritized in case of strained 
demand or temporary outage situations; 

 
RESOLVED, We call on Elko County and all municipal governments within it to adopt 

specific codes concerning Data Center authorization to ensure all necessary 
information is available to authorities and the public, including but not limited to: 
• Data center authorization procedures should be placed in county and municipal 

codes; 
• Land Use Plans and Zoning Ordinances should clearly identify suitable lands not 

adjacent to residential and public space areas to minimize impact; 



• Transparent estimates for power needs (average and peak) and how those needs are 
to be met;  

• Water usage (average and peak), and how these needs are to be met even if county 
authorities do not have jurisdiction over said water sources; 

• Estimated labor needs both during construction and once in operation; 
• Audible (dBa) and low-frequency (dBc) emissions estimates and mitigation 

strategies to be employed; 
• Assessment criteria for Fire Department and other emergency agencies to limit 

potential public safety risks particularly if on-site generator, generator fuels, or 
battery storage (e.g., lithium ion batteries) are to be used; 

• Environmental impact reports covering any water effluents, on-site hazardous 
materials, excess heat generation, and the impact of audible and low-frequency 
emissions on wildlife, to be paid for by the developer prior to authorization; 

• If tax abatements or other development incentives are offered, they be clearly 
delineated as to the requirements, the reporting and monitoring mechanism for 
such requirements, and a clear statement of cause for revocation; 

 
RESOLVED, We call on Elko County and all municipal governments within it to adopt in 

conjunction with developers and operators annual public monitoring and auditing 
reports, containing information for the public on: 
• Audible (dBa) and low-frequency (dBc) emissions monitoring at property 

boundaries; 
• Power usage from any public or semi-public grids, showing peak and average usage; 
• Water usage from any source, including effluents, showing total, peak, and average 

usage; 
• Emergency services incident reports; 
• Compliance with any requirements of state, county, or municipal tax abatement 

criteria, including labor reporting requirements; 
• Community economic impact, similar to what is reported by the Elko County 

Visitors Authority (ECVA) and voluntarily by current mining companies; 
 

RESOLVED, We expect Elko County and all municipal governments to conduct any 
approval for Data Centers with public transparency and adherence to the principles of 
good and responsible government. 

 
This resolution adopted by the Elko County Republican Party Central Committee 
on 25 July 2026. 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Scott A. Gavorsky 
Chair, Elko County Republican Party 


